Missed diaphragm rupture following blunt trauma.
Traumatic rupture of the diaphragm resulting from blunt trauma remains a challenging clinical entity. Diagnosis remains difficult and is often delayed. A prompt diagnosis requires a high index of suspicion. We describe two patients with ruptured diaphragms in whom the diagnosis was made at different stages of their illness. The diaphragmatic injury reflects the magnitude of their associated injuries and probably contributes to the overall mortality.